
Belhaven Middle School  
Grade 8 Summer Reading Assignment 2020 
 
Assignment 1 
The required reading for all incoming eighth graders is Refugee by Alan Gratz This book can be found at your 
local library, bookstores, or online. This assignment is due the first full day of school- THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 6. After finishing the novel, please follow these directions when completing the attached 
assignment:  

1. All work must be TYPED in a BLOCK print size 11 font.  

2. WRITE ALL QUESTIONS. Double space, then complete the answer after each question.  

3. Answer each question with a minimum of 4-5 complete sentences including DETAILS from the novel.  

Include TEXT EVIDENCE to support your answers. (Quoted text evidence with page numbers will 
earn you extra points!)  

 
Assignment 2  
All incoming eighth graders are expected to read ONE book from the attached list IN ADDITION to Refugee 
This assignment is due TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. Please choose ONE of the activities from the list 
below to express your ideas about your “choice” book.  

A. Create a MOVIE POSTER advertising the movie premier of your book. Check out what a movie poster  

looks like next time you go to the theater. Take a poster board and CUT IT IN HALF. You will make a 
visual representation of something in your book. Other information to be included on your poster must 
be:  

1. Name of the movie (book title) 2. Director (author) 3. Cast (main 
characters) 4. Movie rating 5. Opening date 6. A short “blurb” to entice the 
reader 7. A ONE PAGE typed summary of the book on the BACK of your 
poster. 8. Your name and date on the back of the poster.  

B. Create a BOOK JACKET for a “new edition” of the book you chose. Create original art  

for the cover. In your own words, write a summary for your book on the LEFT SIDE flap, and 
describe your favorite scene on the RIGHT SIDE flap. Do not attach it to a book. On the cover, 
include:  

1. Book title 2. Author 3. A short “blurb” to entice the reader  

 



 
Eighth Grade Summer Reading Assignment  

The required reading for all incoming 8th graders is Refugee by Alan Gratz. As you read, remember 
to annotate and take notes to help you in your understanding of the novel and stories of the three 
main characters. After reading the novel, you are responsible for answering the following questions. 
Make sure to use evidence from the text to support your responses to these questions. These same 
questions will be used in a discussion circle when you return in September. It is important to 
understand and gather the evidence ahead of time as you will be graded on your written 
responses as well as your participation in these discussions. 

1. Discuss the reasons that Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud’s families leave their homes. 
What are the situations in each of their lives that force them to flee? How are their 
situations similar and how are they different?  

2. How do the parents in each of these families change in the course of their journeys? 
Compare the fathers and mothers of Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud, and discuss the ways 
that events in each story shape their responses to their situation.  

3. How does the author develop the point of view of each of the characters? What is the 
impact of seeing how many days each character has been away from home at the start of 
each section?  

4. How do the stories of these three children intersect in the end, even though they are 
separated by many years? 

5. What is the theme of this book as expressed through the central characters? What do 
you feel is the most important idea in each of these stories? Provide examples in the plot 
of each story to support your ideas.  


